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Obed lence - by Jeff Drier, Master Therapist and Trainer

I just finished reading the
Holiday/Winter issue of The New Barker
and couldn’t miss the map on page 78
listing 38 dog parks in the Tampa Bay
area. The number of dog parks is certain-
ly a reflection of Tampa Bay’s love affair
with dogs.

Dog parks can be great places to
socialize, meet people, let our dogs run
and play off leash, but they are also places
where we, as responsible dog owners,
need to be vigilant.

In an ideal world, all dogs would
always play nicely with each other and
would always be responsive to their peo-
ple. Every owner would watch their dogs
and keep them out of trouble. In an ideal
world all the dogs would be neutered or
spayed and would be up to date on their
vaccinations. Unfortunately reality is at
odds with the ideal so its up to us to
keep Rover safe and teach him how to
behave.

When Rover and I get to a dog park
we spend some time walking outside of
the fenced area watching the action and
interactions inside. Are the people
watching or even better, interacting with
their dogs, or are they just letting their
dogs run around with no supervision? If
we see the latter, we probably won’t go in
the park. If we see a pack of dogs right
near the entrance we definitely won't go
in. If we see owners calling their dogs
and the dogs ignoring them we might
not go in. I'll explain why.

If people aren’t watching their dogs
then they are not prepared to intervene
before things get out of hand. They also
aren’t likely to pick up after their dog
because they won't even know if he’s
done his business. Speak with your vet-
erinarian to make sure you understand
the health risks of taking Rover to the
dog park.

Dogs, especially regulars, at the park
can form temporary packs that surround
and sometine overwhelm a dog entering
the park. These packs can have a mob
mentality and do things as a pack that
they wouldn’t do individually. Most of
the dog to dog aggression issues I've
been asked to help with, and there have
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Or not.

Roxi, a Pit mix, had been kept in a cat
kennel for three years when Shannon Kern
rescued her. Shannon and Roxi visit
Northshore Dog Park in St. Petersburg
once or twice a week.

been a lot, were the result of dogs either
being overwhelmed or attacked at dog
parks. It can only take one bad incident
to teach a dog that he needs to be wary
of other dogs.

If dogs aren’t responding to their
people, they will be more likely to get
into or cause trouble. They might
become bullies or they might join a pack
because they don’t have leadership with-
in their own family pack. Dogs seek out
leaders, its instinctive and a hardwired
part of their nature.

While we walk along the outside of
the fence we practice heeling, sit/stays,
and recall, all on a six foot leash. If R over
isn’t able to pay attention to me, we
won't go inside the park.Today things are
going well. I haven’t seen anything inside
the park that gives me pause and Rover
is responding to me on leash along the
fence. We’re going in.

We walk to the first gate, Rover has
to sit and wait while I open the gate and
walk in. I then release him and invite
him in. I have him sit again and wait
while I close the gate. Then I take his
leash off and walk to the second (inside)
gate. He again has to sit and wait until [
go through the gate and invite him into
the park. This reinforces gate and door
manners so he won’t push or rush

A walk in the park?

through open doors.

Rover loves the park and gets excit-
ed which stimulates his need to toilet.
First stop is the bag dispenser.Then I give
Rover the “Go Poop” command. Once
his waste is picked up and tossed in the
trash container, it’s time to make Rover
really earn his play time.

We go to the middle of the park,
now with him walking to heel off leash.
He has to sit and stay again, off leash,
with dogs running around, some even
trying to entice him to play. When he
does well, I'll look for someone whose
dog is chasing a ball or is playing some
other running game. I ask if they or their
dog would mind if Rover plays chase. I'll
explain that he isn’t interested in the ball,
but just likes to run after or in front of
dogs. Usually we get an okay. Game on!

This is a good time to mention
that dogs are individuals and so enjoy
different types of play. Some dogs love to
wrestle, some like trying to bowl over
other dogs by running into them, some
love playing fetch or tug games and some
love running and playing chase games.

Rovers favorites are the running
and chasing games. Its important to
know your dog’s preferred play and try
to find other dogs engaged in like play.
Its not much fun to get jumped on if
you don’t like wrestling or to get
bumped into if you don’t like that sort of
thing. Dogs will let each other know if
they want to play or if they are having
fun by their body language and vocaliza-
tions. It’s up to us to monitor our dogs
and make sure their play doesn’t get out
of hand.

I give Rover the “Go Play” release
and off he goes the next time the ball is
thrown. He runs full speed after the dog
and often gets to the ball before the
other dog, but he doesn’t try to pick it
up. He’ll then chase or lead the other
dog back. I watch to make sure that the
other dog really doesn’t get too upset
that Rover is chasing him. There is often
a little growling and snapping especially
near the ball, but that usually ends as
soon as the dog realizes that Rover isn't
trying to get the ball.




Usually when they get back to the starting point they actually
do the sniff greeting to say hello. Rover will also try to get
everyone nearby to pet him. He’s often more interested in
meeting people than he is in meeting dogs. [ monitor him to
make sure he doesn’t make a pest of himself.

I let him play chase a few times then it’s time to make him
work again. As he starts chasing, I stop him with a verbal com-
mand and make him come back to me and sit. We start this
exercise, called distance control, when he’s very close and work
on expanding my sphere of influence. I can usually work up
stopping him when he’s in a full run about thirty feet away. He
responded well so he gets another “Go Play” release.

We practice all his commands off leash in the park. Each
time he does what I instruct he earns play time. If he doesn’t
we’ll head off to a quiet part of the park and practice where
there are less distractions. If he’s too unfocused or distracted
we’ll leave the park, but it’s very rare that happens.

After a few sprints he’ll want to head to the water. I know
that he can hog the water and if there is a mud puddle he’ll
want to lay down in it. He will find any puddle in the park and
claim it as his own if I let him. [ walk him over to the water
area and if there are no other dogs there I let him enjoy the
puddle. If other dogs come over I make Rover get up and
move away so they can have access the water.

Once he’s refreshed we walk around the park with Rover
having to stay nearby as I lead the way. I sometimes make him
stay right in the heel position but often we just play follow the
leader on a twisty zig-zag free form course. If Rover gets
ahead of me I turn and go a different direc-
tion and encourage him to follow. We mix in (:'\ -

How WEeLL DoOEs YOUR DogG BEHAVE
The health and well-being of your dog includes being
able to control your dog within and outside the confines
of your home. It could be a matter of life and death, lit-
erally. Having a trainer come to your home is pre-
ferred by most people and trainers alike. Your dog
will be more comfortable and more apt to show his
or her true colors. The following are some thoughts from a few
local trainers with whom we’ve had they pleasure of observing.

Mary Birrell, “As a supporter of the No More Homeless
Pets, I believe the training a dog receives can have a direct
impact on keeping more dogs in their homes. Training can
reduce abandonment and euthanasia numbers of unwanted
dogs. That being said, the sound of your voice should be the
most important thing to your dog” Mary is a Certified
Behavioral Therapist with Bark Busters Home Dog Training
and has clients in Brooksville, San Antonio, Plant City, Temple
Terrace, Wesley Chapel, Lutz and New Tampa.

Vito Margaritondo, ‘I have had the pleasure and privi-
lege of improving the lives of my clients through their
improved relationships with their dogs. Teaching a dog to come
when he or she is called is vitally important to your dog’s safe-
ty.Yet it can be one of the more difficult commands to teach
your dog on your own. Teaching your dog to be more attentive
and aware of you all the time is key.” Vito is a Master Trainer

sits, downs, stays and recalls along the way.

I didn’t start working with Rover in the park until he was
rock solid at home. I built the foundation where he spends the
majority of his time. I set him up to succeed by knowing the
signals that he was ready to progress. We didn’t go inside the
park the first few times we went there. We worked on leash,
including a twenty foot leash, outside the park until he was
responsive within sight of all the activity inside. We slowly
worked our way closer and closer to the fence until we could
work right along the fence with Rover remaining attentive
even when the dogs inside came up to the fence where we
were working. It was only after he could pay attention there
that we started working inside.

What does all of this have to do with socialization?
Socialization by definition is training for social situations. Dogs
learn by association, but they are not as adapt at generalizing
what they learn as people are. In order for Rover to follow
instructions everywhere, we need to practice them everywhere.
He won't know how to behave in different situations unless 1
teach him. It’s an ongoing process which needs care and atten-
tion everywhere we go.There are few places with more distrac-
tions or more social than the dog park so it’s a great place to
work on all his skills.

Know your dog, keep him safe, out of trouble, have fun
and make him work. Combine physical and mental exercise to
really give Rover a workout. He’ll come home tired and happy.
Having a dog includes the responsibility to teach him how to
behave everywhere he goes, even at the park.

A well behaved dog is a happy dog and a
happy dog makes for a happy family. &>

and Behaviorist with Bark Busters, covering
Pinellas'and Pasco Counties.

Joanne Rice, “As a long-time supporter of
animal shelters and rescue groups, I am aware of
the alarming number of dogs surrendered and

euthanized because of what is considered bad

behavior. I know firsthand that training can
have a positive impact in helping people and their dogs lead
better, happier lives.” Joanne is a trainer with Bark Busters and
visits homes in Apollo Beach, Brandon, Lithia, Riverview,
Ruskin, Sun City, Valrico and Wimauma.

Paul Coughlin, “The one behavior which can literally
save a dog’s life is the ability to call your dog to come to you
reliably. One of our students recently told us that her Golden
Retriever had gotten out of the gate and her other older dogs
followed. She lives very close to a busy highway and panicked
when she discovered the gate was open. She ran out front and
looked down the street. All three dogs were running toward the
highway. As loudly as she could, she yelled, “Max, Come!” He
turned to look at her and she called him again. He started run-
ning back to her and the other two dogs followed him. She
then got down to greet him, praising him wildly and thanking
her lucky stars for the weeks of training she had committed
herself to.” Paul has been training dogs for 28 years.

www.barkbusters.com; www.companionpetservices.com.
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